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encouraged him in the extremely valuable habit of
being au courant upon contemporary political ques-
tions.
Walter was a prodigy from the first, and asso-
ciating constantly with earnest and sagacious
adults, he of course became earnest and sagacious
beyond all belief. In some respects he seems never
to have been a boy, as in others he never ceased
to be one. At the age of six, he writes his Aunt
Reynolds, an ardent low churchwoman who was
in the habit of distributing religious tracts among
her relatives, please to send him " another Daily
Food for Christians, because keeping this some-
times in my pocket and reading the text and poetry
in it every morning, it is nearly worn out, and I
am afraid I shall lose the leaves."11
At five Walter was placed in the charge of Miss
Jones, a governess. At eight or nine, he became a
day scholar under " the notable Mr. Quekett, for
fifty-six years the able master of the anciently en-
dowed Langport Grammar School."12 At twelve,
he was sent to Bristol College, a secondary school
for boys at Bristol, where he remained for three
years, from August 1839 to the summer holidays of
1842. Mrs. Barrington gives almost no informa-
tion concerning this college, except that Walter's
course of study for the first year consisted in four
subjects: classics, mathematics, German, and
Hebrew. Some further knowledge may be gleaned,
however, from Chilcott's Descriptive History of Bristol>
a contemporary publication:
Bristol College is situated in Park Row, at the top
of Lodge Street. The object of this Institution is to
afford the inhabitants of Bristol and its vicinity, and